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This is the first report of the proceedings of the Society since its formation 
in 1830. There have been several notices of the Society’s operations given in 
the Baptist Magazine, but no regular report until the “publication of this- 
It is, therefore, due to the friends and supporters of the Institution to state 
the reasons why an earlier account of its transactions has not been afforded- 
At the close of the first year of ‘its existence and operations it had been 
enabled to effect so little that it was judged best by the Committee to refrain 
from publishing their proceedings until they had something of a more satis- — 
factory nature to exhibit. Just as the second year had terminated Mr. South- — 
wood, who at first had been appointed to the Secretaryship, resigned his office, _ 


and his successors felt that they were not sufficiently qualified, by an acquaint 


ance with the details of the Society’ s operations, to furnishareport at that time: — 


* your Committee, therefore, again postponed it for another year. That year 


being ended, they now submit the following account of. the Society’s opera-— 

tions from its commencement. te 
On Tuesday, July 20th, 1830, a Public Meeting was held at Salter’s Hall 

Meeting-house, J. Peuny, in the when the following resolutions 


were proposed and adopted :— 


1. That a Society be now ibid to be called “ The Baueation Society for 
the sons of Baptist Ministers, from eight to fourteen years of age.” : 

II. That the youths taken under the patronage of this Society shall be sent 
- to Schools superintended by members of the Baptist Denomination. - 

III. That a Committee be now formed, with power a add to their numbers 

and that three be competent to act, 

IV. That J. Penny, Esq. of Great Scotland Yard, Pe sehentind to accept 
the office of Treasurer, and the Rev. W. oe of a 
that of Secretary, to this Society. ; 


On October 5, 1830, at a ‘Committee Meeting, ont p> eight seninaeaiean 
from ministers on behalf of their sens three were se (ess seas children 
were sent to school after the Christmas vacation. : 

On January 4, 1831, out of four applications three more were admitted. 
These children also were sent to school after the then existing vacation. : 

On February 18, 1831, out of nine applications only one child was received, 
who was sent to school after the Easter recess. There were no more children 
received from that period until March 2, 1832, when one more’ was admitted, 
and sent to school the following quarter. Of these eight boys one ceased to 
receive the patronage of the Society at Midsummer, 1832, having then 
reached the age of fourteen. The remaining seven were continued at. boarding 
Schools, up to the close of the year 1832; at which period five of them had 
_ been receiving a gratuitous education for two years, another for nearly that 
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time, and the teenth for nine months. Since that period (the close of sai: 


: ‘the whole of them have been sent to day schools, in accordance with the fol- 


lowing resolution, adopted at a Committee Meeting held Sept. 25, 1832 :— | 


Resolved, That, in consequence of the embarrassed state of the funds, 
- arising from the small amount of subscriptions (as a temporary 
measure), the children after Christmas be sent to day schools only in 
their respective neighbourhoods ; and that notice be sim to the aoe! 
and schoolmasters of this arrangement. — : 


__ By carrying the above resolution into effect the Society has, since 
Christmas last, borne the expense of day schools only. 
In commenting upon this plain statement of what has been done, no one 


He , canbe insensible to the positive advantages realized by the children who have: 
_ ‘been thus educated ; nor is it possible to estimate the degree of anxiety from 


which the parents have been relieved by means of this Institution. But it is 
matter for regret that these benefits have been experienced by so few, and that 


to those few the advantages have, since Christmas, been so materially dimi- 


nished. The reason of this lamented limitation and curtailment of the aoc: f s 
operations will be found i in the state of its funds. 
Prior to the formation of the Society at Salter’s Hall Meeting-house the | 


| subject had been very freely discussed at a meeting of ministers and other 


friends who were assembled together in the month of. June in the same year, 
when it was first determined to form such a Society; and on that occasion 
there were subscriptions and donations promised to the amount of £74. Others 


} _ an London and its vicinity have since added their names as donors and sub- 


scribers. Besides these exertions in the metropolis, Mr. Harpur, of Hedon, 


near Hull, has collected for the Society in Yorkshire. A journey was also 


taken to Cambridge and Norwich ; at both which places the Society obtained 


. ‘¥ery encouraging support. A visit has also been paid to a few places in Kent, 
| where several practically proved their good feeling to the Institution. But 
_ notwithstanding all these exertions and supports, it will be seen by the balance- 
_ sheet, that the Society is in debt to the amount of £135 12s. 6d. There are, 
_ however, several subscriptions now due, for which the Committee refrain 
from applying until the publication of this report. The annual subscriptions 
_ do not amount to more than £60. This is the substance of the Society’s 
_ \@perations, and the state of its finances. It rests with the Christian public to 
__ |decide whether the Society, being freed from its present difficulties, shall be 
| enabled to take a wider range of usefulness, or be confined within its present 
limits: and, indeed, without more general support it must become a question 
how far it will be wise to continue a Society, which must involve some 
/ -—s expense, for the distribution of so small a sum as £60 per annum,—small, 
‘| | _ ‘considering the object to which it is devoted. 


Whilst your Committee wish, without concealment or ambiguity, to place 


{before the public the Society’s present circumstances, they do not feel justified _ 


| v in manifesting a spirit of despondency in regard to the future themselves, or in 
Ba saying aught calculated to excite such a spirit in others. They think the Society 


has not been sufficiently known ; and to account for this they must refer to the 


_ 9) - Yesignation of his office by the original Secretary, and the consequent necessity 


of choosing ohe who must labour under considerable disadvantages from not 
being connected with the Society from its commencement. When Mr. South- 
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in consequence of his from his office, Mr. 
_ Chin, of Walworth, and Mr. Davis, of Church Street, Blackfriars, consented 
_ to undertake the joint Secretaryship, since which, Mr. ‘Chin, in consequence 


_ of ill health, and his many other engagements, has resigned his office ; so that, 


contrary to your Committee's intention, and to your present Secretary’s 
 ©xpectation, the whole duty and responsibility of the office have devolved 
upon him. Seeing then that occasional and not necessarily continuing 


/ _ circumstances have impeded the progress of the Society hitherto, let us cherish 
_ hope of its fature prosperity. Of the practicability of extending the Society’s 


usefulness your Committee cannot entertain a doubt, when they remember 
what that section of the Christian world to which this appeal i is more particu- 
larly made have done, and are doing, in the establishment and support of 
_ other Societies in which their judgment and feelings are alike interested. 
_ The object this Society has. in view must be fully appreciated by every one — 
acquainted with the circumstances of some of our most laborious and useful 
ministers. On the one hand, their limited incomes present an insuperable 
barrier to their procuring a sound and useful education for their sons ; and on 


' the other hand, the care of their respective churches, together with their con- 


‘stant and abundant labours in the neighbouring villages, prevent their devoting 


| _ sufficient time or strength, either physical or mental, to educate their sons them- 
. selves. And surely in such spirit-stirring times as these, it is of the last import- 


ance that those engaged in counteracting the evil tendency of much injurious, 
or at least unprofitable knowledge, now so freely circulated—in teaching how to. 
employ much useful knowledge, which our population are constantly receiving 
—and,; above all, in disseminating religious knowledge ;—surely men thus 
engaged ‘should be left, as much as possible, freed from personal and relative 
anxieties, that they may “‘ give themselves wholly to the work.” Letall who 
feel the truth of these remarks, practically say to those engaged in this holy 
warfare, We will act towards your sons the part of a father, so far as their 
education is concerned, in order that you may the more freely strive, by all 
means and in all seasons, to be the epyritual fathers of those to whom it may 
truly be said, ‘“‘ Ye must be born again.” And for their encouragement in this 
‘‘ work of faith and labour of love,” let them remember who has said, “ And 
whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup of cold water 
only in the name of a diseiple, verily I say unto you, he _ in no wise lose 

his reward.” | 
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